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THE PLEDGE. 


BY AMASA WALKER. 


There is a great deal of significance in this good old Saxon word at the 
present day. In Lexicography, it means “something put in pawn; that 
which is left with another as security.” In the vocabulary of the moral 
age, it means a solemn and deliberate promise to do, or abstain from doing 
some act connected with the welfare of the individual or Society. In an- 
cient times men swore allegiance to their king, fealty to their suzerain, 
fidelity to their order. At the present day men make solemn declara- 
tion of their determination “ by the grace of God,” to be true to them- 
selves, and the great interests of humanity. The Pledge is one of the 
great facts of the age. Millions on millions have pledged themselves 
before high heaven to abstain from all intoxicating drinks, have kept 
that pledge, and been saved, and joy and gladness have visited many 
a heart, and many a hearthstone. Time was, and that but recently, 
when the utility, or even the propriety of a pledge to abstain from the 
intoxicating bowl, was a matter of great discussion and debate. The 
good differed and doubted: but the experiment has been tried, and 
all debate, all doubt are ended. We now not only have faith in the 
pledge of total abstinence, but we have faith in nothing else. Of the 
man who will not pledge himself, we have no hope; of him who will, we 
have much. And this is the result of our observation of the powerful 
and salutary effects of the pledge ! 

The moral effects of a pledge on him who makes it are wonderful. It 
gives him strength and courage and hope. It is an assertion of his moral 
freedom and dignity as a man; it is a committal, from which he cannot 
escape, and will not escape except under very extraordinary circumstan- 
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ces. It has a great effect on society. It is a public profession of faith in 
a principle ; it gives confidence to the friends of the reform, and inspires 
them with greater zeal in the cause. 

All this we have seen and felt in relation to temperance. And if the 
pledge be so potent in one reform, why not in another? If so effective 
in arresting the progress of intemperance, why may it not be equally so 
in quenching the fires of war? If one demon may be exorcised in this 
manner, why not another? We are not to expect governments to abol- 










ish war; 
** How they can is doubtful ; 
That they never will, is sure.’ 

But the people can abolish war, by a most simple and easy process, 
viz. by merely resolving that they will not fight. There is no other rem- 
edy for war, and from the nature of the case there cannot be. To ask gov- 
ernment to abolish war, is as useless as to ask dealers in alcohol to abstain 
from the sale of the article, while there is a universal demand for it 
among all classes of society. 

If it be true then that we are to rely entirely on the people for this re- 
form, if it is for them and them only to say whether this great evil shall 
be abolished. ‘Then is it not obviously a most desirable object, that all 
who are thus disposed to sacrifice and suffer for the attainment of this 
great good, should announce to the world their unalterable determination ? 
What can have more influence in calming down the mad spirit for war 
and bloodshed, than the known fact that multitudes of the people are sol- 
emnly pledged never to fight? Ifthe people wont fight, who will? Ru- 
lers dont fight now-a-days. It is the people, aye and the laboring classes 
too, that must do all the fighting, and by the way, in the end, all the-—— 
paying too! Now suppose these same common people just pledge them- 
selves, that come what will, they will never enlist, or serve as soldiers if 
drafted, what will become of military establishments and navies in Amer- 
ica or in Europe? Generals methinks will be scarce when there are no 
soldiers,—admirals when there are no marines. 

And this great experiment for spiking the cannon of Christendom is 
commenced. ‘The PLepGeE has started on its “grand rounds ” of human- 
ity. Multitudes here and in Great Britain are binding themselves to be 
true to their country and their religion, by an entire abstinence from all 
war and all “ preparation for, or prosecution of any war by whomsoever, 
or for what purpose soever waged ;” are associating themselves into 4 
LeaGue or Universal BrorHerHooD, for the abolition of all war, and 
all the spirit and manifestations of war throughout the world.” 
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This we hold to be by far the most cheering fact in the history of the 


present time, —for it is the assertion of the great principle that every man 
has the right to determine for himself whether he will or not engage in 
the work of human butchery. It is a universal declaration of Independ- 
ence from military serfdom; a grand proclamation of individual freedom. 

This pledge we hold to be the greatest want of the Peace cause. It is 
not enough to convince men of their duty, we must pledge them to per- 
form it. If they are sincere and earnest men, this is what they will de- 
light todo. When an individual has deliberately pledged himself to the 
cause, we know, that if he is a true man, we can depend upon him; we 
can count upon him as an efficient friend, for we have his pledge, the 
security of his character and honor that he will be faithful to the Prince of 
Peace. It is a solemn act to sign a pledge of total abstinence from war. 
We think it the most solemn act a man can perform. It is no more nor 
less than a deliberate engagement to obey the injunction of our Savior» 
“ Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you,” and this we hold to 
be the acme of human virtue, the highest point of Christian attainment. 
We would have no man sign this pledge without a full understanding of 
its import, a just comprehension of its deep significance. It is, or it has 
been, no small affair in this world of temptation, to sign a pledge of total 
abstinence from all intoxicating drink, but to promise never to fight, or 
countenance appeals to the sword, where the war principle is so deeply 
engrafted into the philosophy, politics and religion of the age, is certainly 
one of the most daring acts to which a man can commit himself. But is 
as noble as it is daring. If it is cutting loose at once and forever from 
all the false maxims and antichristian principles of society, and standing 
out boldly on the side of truth and love, it is an act that tells with tre- 
mendous effect upon every system based upon brute force. The advo- 
cates of the war system will readily see this, and no sooner has this 
League become formidable for its numbers, (and that time is not distant,) 
than the whole artillery of the war party of every country, of every sect, 
will be opened upon it. The PLEDGE will be the great rallying point, 
and the chief object of attack and defence. Under the snow-white ban- 
ner of the Pledge will enlist all the true hearted and the good. Here 
will be the grand line of demarcation, of separation between those who 
are devoted to principle, and those which worship at the shrine of worldly 
expediency. The pledge will be, in the nature of the case must be, the 
test. It is so, and justly so in the Temperance cause; is there any rea- 
son why it should not be equally so in the cause of peace? And chris- 
tendom is more ripe for the reception of this great idea than most people 
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imagine. A radical change has been going on since the fall of Napoleon. 
The people of Europe have had time for cool reflection, sober second 
thought. They have looked back upon the red page of military glory, 
have seen its false illusive glare, have felt its grinding tyranny in the ter- 
rible taxation it has entailed upon them; have seen it in the size of their 
loaf of bread, reduced one half to pay the mere interest on the enormous 
war debts of the past; have felt it, now feel it every hour, in the unen- 
durable wretchedness, starvation and want engendered by the military 
system ; we say they begin to see all this; they begin rapidly to learn 
the cause of their miseries; and to know the cause of a social and politi- 
cal evil is, in this day, to find the remedy. They have found it, and like 
all true specifics, it is as simple as it is efficacious. “ Don’t enlist.” Two 
short words contain the whole philosophy! ‘ Don’t enlist.” The words 
go from mouth to mouth, from heart to heart, and the recruiting officer 
returns to head quarters, reporting that he cannot find recruits. The 
Queen proposes to parliament that a draft be made for 40,000 militia, to 
make up for deficiency of enlistments ; but the people meet in their pub- 
lic assemblies, and resolve that if drafted they will go to prison rather 
than the camp; and the popular excitement is so great, that the project 
of the Queen is abandoned! We say that these things, and others that 
might be adduced, show that christendom is somewhat prepared for this 
great movement. And we see this in the fact that although the pledge 
has been but a few weeks before the public, the number who have signed 
it is reckoned by thousands—will soon be by tens of thousands, and hun- 
dreds of thousands; and ere long, like father Matthew’s Tee-Totallers 
by millions ! 


Will you sign the pledge? We propose this question to every one 
who thinks himself a peace man, or wishes to be thought so by others. 


Errect oF War On NATIONAL PROSPERITY.—“ Peace conduces to 
the increase of capital, as war to its dissipation. War, accordingly, 
which converts a large portion of productive laborers into soldiers and 
sailors, who consume without reproducing, impairs the national capital, 
and renders it scarce ; while peace, on the other hand, disbanding this 
crowd of unproductive laborers, and setting them to work, the effect of 
their industry is soon visible in the increase of the national stock, and in 
the reduced rate of interest, which is invariably high during war, as it 1s 
always sure to fall with the return and continuance of peace.” 
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THE SACK OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 
BY REV. F. A. CRAFTS. 


Night with her sable garb had come, 
Precursor of a darker doom ; 

And by the glimmering star-light led, 
The warrior round the ramparts sped. 
Mahomet saw with fiendish eye, 

‘The walls and towers in ruin lie— 
Predicted, on the morrow, he 
Proclaimed the conquerer, should be. 


The loathsome bodies of the slain, 
Scattered by thousands o’er the plain, 
He heeded not, but sighed for day, 

To wipe his past reproach away. 

“ This city of the immortal dead, 
Shall be my grave or throne,” he said. 


The Greek awaited, at his post, 

The dawn of day—the besieging host ; 
Resolved the victor’s bliss to share, 
Or find a grave and glory there. 


As the dead calm precedes the shock, 
So, as that awful morning broke, 

Hark! now they shout, and far and near, 
The dashing sword and bristling spear, 
Are drinking up the fount of life— 

Still thickens fast the deadly strife :— 


Drums, trumpets, groans, and imprecations loud, 
And shrieks commingling from each hostile crowd, 
Compose a strain a fiend might smile to hear, 

At which all else should not withhold a tear. 
Alas, thou latest of the Constantines, 

The diadem with growing lustre shines 

Upon thy brow, but tis a sunset ray, 

On which we gaze, and mourn the close of day. 
Fifty-seven days thou’st stemmed the impetuous tide, 
And multitudes have fallen at thy side, 

But now too fierce the torrent is for thee— 

An empire’s groans shall thy sad requiem be. 


The day is lost—hope now forever fled, 

And bloody hell-hounds o’er the city spread : 

Ah, virtue, beauty, innocence ! again 

Must ye be spoiled ? your tears and cries are vain ; 
The monster’s on your track—take wings and fly, 
Or suffer what is worse than death, and die. 

The crowded streets forbid successful flight, 

And scenes, that seek the shadows of the night, 
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Make you their bleeding victims ! See that child, 
That late upon a mother’s bosom smiled, 

Torn quivering, shrieking from that last embrace, 
A slave’s lone privilege on earth to trace, 

Or butchered on the spot—(a happier fate !) 

3ut this will not suffice a Moslem’s hate 
To quench, (who revels in the scene of blood, 
Until of life, the mighty crimson flood, 
Impetuous rolls, a swollen, mountain stream, ) 

But see, in flames those stately fabrics gleam— 
The work of ages perished in a day, 

And learning’s choicest treasures swept away ; 
And where so late was heard the cheerful praise 
Of Triune God, the fiercest war-horse neighs. 
Alas, thou second mistress of the world ! 

How soon from thy bright throne of glory hurled— 
Low in the dust, thou, weltering in thy gore, 

Art only reaping what thou’st sowed before. 























How long will men in hellish work delight ? 
When will the shadows flee, and morning light 
Illume again our long, Jong darkened sky ? 
When blood-bought tears be wiped from every eye ? 
O haste auspicious day! The watchmen, cry, 
Already signs bespeak the morning nigh ! 
Our glad hearts welcome thee, the world’s release, 
Predicted, promised in those words sublime— 
** Good will to all mankind, on earth be peace !” 
Thine, Lord, shall be the praise from every ransomed clime. 
Spring Grove, NN. Y. Dec. 1846. 















EFFECTS OF WAR ON LIBERTY. 







Let us learn wisdom from the past. If we look back over the wreck 
of former republics, we shall find scarce one that did not fall a victim to 
its own war-spirit. Did not the soldiers of our own Washington urge 
him on one occasion to assume the sceptre? Look at the republics south 
of us. Well did a distinguished officer in our last war say, “ We have 
escaped from one war with crippled constitution—the next will probably 
destroy it.” Still more distinctly did Madison forewarn us: “Of all the 
enemies of liberty, war is the most to be dreaded. It is the parent of 
armies ; from these proceed debts, and taxes: and armies, and debts, and 
taxes, are the well known instruments for bringing the many under the 
dominion of the few. Wo nation could preserve its freedom in the midst 
of continued warfare.’— Christian Observer. 
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RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE MEXICAN WAR. 
BY J. P. BLANCHARD. 


THE WAR WITH Mexico! this is the subject which ought to absorb the 
attention of the friends of peace now. It is useless to make strong protes- 
tations against a// war and all the spirit of war, in time of peace, if when 
war is menaced or actually arrives no effort is made to prevent or oppose 
it, and the attempt is hopeless to call the public attention to the wrong and 
evil of war in general, or a loving brotherhood in the distant future, when 
the burthens and calamities of a present war is pressing on the nation. 
The Mexican war then, is our urgent theme. 

Shameful has been the apathy of the public mind, especially the re- 
ligious mind on this event. It might have been supposed that when the 
existence of the war was first announced from Washington, or even when 
it was learned that the American army had invaded Mexico by marching 
to the Rio Grande, there would have been from every conscientious man 
a universal burst of disapprobation. It might have been expected that 
public meetings would have been called, and that resolutions, remonstran- 
ces and protests would have poured upon Congress from every part of 
our land. -Yet how profound was the silence! how still was the voice 
of humanity ! 

That this silence was not the indication of acquiescence is now evi- 
dent, for the public voice has at last spoken out; and yet nobody admits 
the responsibility of this war. The Mexican Government and people 
are not responsible; for they say—and justly—that they are merely de- 
fending their invaded country; the generals and armies who made the 
invasion and commit all the murders and robberies, are not to blame, for 
they are under orders and must do as they are bid; the President of the 
U. S. does not consider himself responsible, for he says the war exists by 
the act of Mexico: Congress echoes the falsehood, and grants men and 
money to carry it on from necessity—they cannot avoid it. The very 
members who vote the supplies come home with tears in their eyes, hold 
up their hands and cry out what an awful war it is, and how dreadful 
sorry they are for it, and the people, of all parties, join in the lamentation, 
say that their representatives are all right, and again send them to protest 
against, and vote for—the prosecution of the war. 

And what do the Ministers of the Gospel and the Church? Are they 
Watchmen on the towers of Zion to cry out against this enormous sin ? 
To be sure, according to the New Testament, war—at least such a war— 
is forbidden by Christ, is a violation of the law of God, a rebellion 
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against his authority, and all this is fairly and fully testified, but it is an 
affair of the World, and with the world the Church has nothing to do; it 
is busy converting souls and establishing creeds, and cannot contaminate 
itself by interfering with politics ; we have not heard of any such strong 
remonstrances brought home to individual consciences of the supporters 
of this war, as is done for other heinous sins; and we doubt if discipline 
would be administered for it by any church in our land. 

The war then must be plainly charged on that great mischief maker 
‘‘ Nobody,” or the universal scape-goat—* Satan ;” or perhaps it is an 
“organic sin,’ which is so diffused among a people that but a small par- 
ticle, if any, attaches to each individual. Such will not be the judgment 
of the tribunal of the “Great day.” The keen eye of the “ accusing 
Archangel” will discover, under the thickest folds of political hypocricy, 
the dark heartless bosoms in which have been projected this desolating 
crime, and to which so many others have responded inthe sympathy of 
delusion ; and the witness of the thousand victims of battle and pestilence; 
the agonies of the thousand widows and orphans sacrificed by it, will 
not cry out to heaven in vain—dreadful! dreadful! will be the retribu- 
tion. And let not any voluntary supporter of this war imagine that his 
responsibility for this wickedness will be diminished by the number of 
participators in it. Crime multiplies, like the Polypus, by division, and 
the whole guilt of every co-operator in this nefarious action will fall on 
the head of each. 

We will not say that every one who holds himself aloof from all assent 
or opposition to this war is equally guilty with those who directly pro- 
mote it; but the question may be asked whether such an one is entirely 
free from all blame. In a crime of such magnitude as this, having 
sO pernicious an action on the best interests, the liberties, the moral char- 
acter of a nation, so immensely disastrous in all its consequences, and so 
directly opposed to the laws of God; can any Christian exempt himself 
from the duty of bearing at least his testimony, and if possible, all moral 
Opposition to it? It is wrong to suffer our minds to be so absorbed with 
business, politics, theology, literature, or whatever may be our respective 
pursuits, that no thought can be given to the greatest evil which now hangs 
over our disgraced and degraded country. Every one may in his larger 
or smaller sphere find or make some opportunity in which his influence 
may be exerted to throw some obstructions in the way of the prosecution 
of this war, or to shame his countrymen out of the participation in it, and 
the mind of omniscience only knows the amount of the aggregate power 
that may be gathered up from the most minute contributions. Let every 
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one who regrets this war, then give this power faithfully ; it will be effect- 
ual; none can say he is useless here. 

And let the real friends of peace, the real adherents to Christianity, 
learn the solemn lesson this unprincipled war is now teaching them; let 
them see that an almost immeasurable extent of territory, the most unex- 
ampled progress of visible prosperity, the enjoyment of the freest institu- 
tions; the great prevalence of literature and knowledge, and even the 
wide diffusion of a varied and pure religion, unfettered by power, are all 
no security against unjust aggression by the possessors of these blessings ; 
against the vilest, the most unjust, the most disgraceful invasion of a less 
favored country, that ever stained the records of history ; and such will 
ever be this danger, and the greater our power the greater our liability to 
it, so long as the heathen principle of patriotism, the martial teaching, 
the martial spirits of past ages are cherished in our institutions and in- 
fused in our education; so long as military power is entrusted to falli- 
ble men for the alleged purpose of protection, which is almost invariably 
perverted to an instrument of aggression. If it shall please Divine Prov- 
idence to put a speedy termination to this war, our plain Christian duty is 
to disarm the nation at once and forever; to take away the power from 
Congress of declaring war, or of stirring a step beyond the settled boun- 
daries of the country in military array. Let us not hear again the 
faithless and dastardly ery, that our safety will be endangered, and pros- 
perity checked—Safety and prosperity are only curses to a nation, if 
maintained by diabolical principles of malignity, opposed to the Divine 
laws of love. Let the pacific principles of the Gospel bé our rampart, 
and Omnipotence is our defence. 


Curistian Warriors !—“Sir Charles Napier, in giving an account 
to some friends of the attack upon Acre, praised the marines in particu- 
lar, who acted very valiantly. ‘I knew them,’ said Sir Charles, ‘to be a 
very pious corps, which I suppose was the reason why they sent so many 
of them over to us; so accordingly I touched them on their religious 
feelings, and brought them into action like men. ‘ But how did you 
bring their religious feelings into play, Sir Charles?’ said some one pres- 
ent—‘ what did you say to them?’ ¢ ,» said he, ‘ when they were com- 
ing on, I cried, Now at ’em, you infernal rascals, and FULFIL THE PROPH- 
ECIES,’” 
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CHRISTIANS—WHAT DOES CHRIST TEACH YOU CONCERNING 
WAR ? 

Brother Drew :—There are a good many religous people, who if plainly 
shown that Jesus Christ forbids all war, will be disposed to give it up. 
If they will have patience to read, I will try to make this point plain. 

I begin by admitting that many of the teachers in the Old Testament 
counselled and aided in wars. The Mosaic Laws in some instances in- 
flicted death. Yet if we would truly honor the Old Testament, we must 
remember that it continually prophecied and pointed to a new and better 
Testament. It ever spoke of anew and better kingdom to which the 
old was to give place. Moses declared to the Jews, that a prophet should 
the Lord their God raise up unto them like unto him, and that it should 
come to pass that every soul that would not hear that prophet should be 
cut off from among the people. That prophet was Christ. And if we 
would honor Moses and the Old Testament, it can only be by giving heed 
to him whom they teach us to hear and obey, even under penalty of be- 
ing cut off from among the elect people of God. 

Now if Jesus teach us differently from Moses and the Law and previous 
prophets, we must hear him and obey, or we dishonor Moses and the 
Law and the prophets. For they direct to Jesus, as one whose shoes’ 
Jatchet they were unworthy to loose. 

Starting then with the fact that we can only truly keep and honor the 
Old Testament, by departing from it, when instructed and forewarned so 
to do by the very authority to which it points us and delivers us over, we 
are ready for the question— What does Jesus teach us concerning war? 

We will begin with the Sermon on the Mount, Matt, 5th ch. At the 
20th verse, Jesus begins to reprove and correct what had been erroneous, 
deficient, or false among the Scribes and Pharisees and Lawyers, (ex- 
pounders of the Mosaic Law) of old time, and what was so then. He 
taught that the righteousness of all who would be truly followers of Christ 
must exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees. He pro- 
ceeds to point out some particular respects in which the righteousness of 
Christians should exceed that of those of the Old Dispensation. 

One was the different sense which they entertained from what he did 
of the command—Thou shalt not kill. They of old condemned killing. 
But Jesus would go much further and condemn the whole sentiment, 
feeling and spirit that would lead one to kill. He would show that the 
spirit of the command—Thou shalt not kill, would forbid even being 
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angry with a brother of our race in our hearts, or reproaching him from 
our lips. They of old had been altogether deficient in merely abstain- 
ing from killing, while the heart was indulged in anger and the lips in re- 
proaches. 

Another respect in which the doctrine and life taught by Jesus was to 
exceed those of old, is named in the 27th verse. Those of former time 
forbade adultery in the overt act. Jesus would go further and forbid it 
even in thoughts or imaginations of the heart, and in the lusts of the eyes, 
as much as in the overt act. 

Again in verse 33d, Jesus admits that those of old had forbid for- 
swearing, or swearing and violating one’s oath. But he goes further and 
forbids the oath itself, as well as the breaking of it. And who can say 
that the Friends, in avoiding all oaths, have not taken the only ground 
on which one can be true to Jesus Christ. 

in the 38th verse, Jesus tells them that they had indeed heard that it 
had been taught “‘ an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But he 
corrects this error. He brings it up for the very purpose of correcting 
it, and says—But I say unto you that ye resist not evil: but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any 
man will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat, let him have thy 
cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou away. 

Thus while Jesus quotes those of the former Dispensation and of old 
time as having taught evil for evil and blood for blood, he most expressly 
teaches a different doctrine. He corrects their error, beginning—But I 
say unto you,—as quoted above. 

Again in the 43d verse, he says to the Jews—Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 
This is what is ‘still said, and we send armies and navies fo kill and de- 
stroy our enemies. [But this is an error and a sin which Jesus most pos- 
itively and plainly rebukes and corrects, saying—But I say unto you— 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you, 
that ye may be the children of your father which is in heaven ; for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust. 

Let me now ask all those who profess to receive the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as teaching in the name, and with the authority of God the Father, if 
that Jesus has not expressly corrected and forbid all that ancient code of 
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blood for blood, and evil for evil. Whatsoever God permitted or was un- 
derstood to permit, or to command to an earlier age in the hardness of 
their hearts, and for their correction in righteousness, has he not now 
spoken unto us by his son Jesus Christ, giving us a new and more excel- 
lent way, and henceforth revoking and doing away with that which was 
but a school master to bring us to Christ. 

We ask then with the utmost solemnity and awe, is it possible—can a 
man be faithful to Jesus Christ and to God, speaking in him—can he be 
a christian and still hate or strive to kill his enemies. We verily think 
not. See ye all to it, and judge yourselves whether these things be so. 

I would gladly show how these precepts of Jesus were interpreted and 
carried out in his life—but must take another opportunity, if at all. 

Yours for the Gospel of Peace. 















M. G. T. 





WOMAN AND WAR. 


BY D. W. BARTLETT. 







What is the influence of the women of our country upon war? Is it 
good or bad? That there is a multitude, a large multitude of women 
in our land who are true hearted, no one can deny. Women they are 
who love Peace, and who are not fooled with the waving of banners and 
the showy equipage of war. Honor to them!—the ones who have not 
turned aside from the path that Jesus made for them! Bat after all, is 
there not a greater multitude whose influence is given tn favor of war? 
However much one may hate to write anything to the disadvantage 
of the sex, he can give but one answer to this question—Yes a majority 
of the women. of our land give their most fascinating smiles to the de- 
mon war. It seems impossible, but ct ts true. We have but to open 
our eyes and the fact is before us. How many flags and banners and 
et ceteras have been given by women in our land to blood-thirsty 
men during the last year? And why were they given?: Why ?—to 
show their approbation of war! When the soldier returns from his 
campaign of murder he is received into the bosom of woman. He is 
honored, idolized, /oved by her, while she scorns the one who earns his 
bread by honest labor. The murderer she welcomes to her heart— Na- 
ture’s nobleman’ she despises, It is strange. Strange! that woman, 
who should love gentle things, and be full of humanity, strange that she 
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should love war! Passing strange! that her pretty face should ever be 
wreathed in smiles for the warrior—that her delicate fingers should ever 
press the laurel-wreath upon his guilty brow—that her bosom ever 
should be a pillow for a brains and blood-stained head !—Woman! look 
at your brothers who lie dead at your feet and don’t smile upon their 
murderer! ‘Think how many sisters hearts have been broken—how 
many mothers distracted by the warrior, and don’t welcome him to your 
heart! For the love of God don’t receive @ murderer into your arms! 
You have it in your power to bury war. You have it in your power to 
save thousands from the grave—tv keep from breaking hundreds of 
hearts! Will you not do it? Will you disappoint the appetite of the 
grave? You will, we believe you will. Avon, Conn. 
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ON THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE PACIPIC PRINCIPLE 
IN ITS RELATION TO PERSONAL RELIGION, 


BY J. PYE SMITH. 


It is not the design of this paper to recapitulate the arguments by 
which, in my judgment, it has been satisfactorily proved that WAR is not 
only the most terrible scourge, the greatest physical evil that has afflicted 
our nature since the first human beings brought misery into the world, 
but that it is the most enormous MORAL evil, including in itself, directly or 
indirectly, proximately or remotely, every form of rebellion against God, 
and crime against man; and that it is flagrantly in contradiction to the 
essential principle of God’s unchangable law, and to the doctrines, the 
spirit, and the precepts of the Gospel. I may safely refer, for the moral 
demonstration of all this, to the publications of the Peace Socrery, in 
addition to many treatises and occasional discussions of previous and em- 
inent writers, 

The main strength of the objections to the pacific system, and of vindi- 
cation to the warlike, lies in the appeal to consequences. It is very easy 
to propose cases, historical or fictitious, which place in an appalling light 
the having no recourse to the terrors of death as the ultimate reason 
against depredators or murderers, invaders or rebels. By the persons 
who commonly adduce these representations, it is probable that the array 
of arguments, and even facts, on the opposite side, is entirely overlooked, 
or it may be feared that they are ignorant of them. To true Christians, 
the class of men whose first practical principle is that they “are not their 
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own,” and that “they live not to themselves, but to him who died for 
them,” it cannot but be sufficient to show, by satisfactory proofs, wHat 
in any case is Avs will. The flesh may be refractory, worldly interests 
may plead, practical difficulties may threaten, and objections may be 
made to appear very plausible, yet the positive evidence that any given 
position is sanctioned clearly by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
will determine the conclusions of an upright mind. 

But it is manifest that this is a part of “ the obedience of faith.” The 
principle tells me that, should it ever be my lot to be put into the alter- 
native of either yielding my own life or taking away that of an aggressor, 
I am bound to choose the former course. Should such a case arise, I am 
not at liberty to put off my Christianity ; I am not freed from the law of 
loving my enemies; I must understand and exercise that love as the law 
of God and the Gospel of Jesus design it—a holy and consistent love, a 
love which looks forward to the whole existence of an immortal soul; I 
must not therefore, I cannot, throw my enemy into the irretrievable state 
of guilt and misery. But if he take away my life, shall I not be plunged 
into that state of eternal woe ? 

Who can deny this to be a most grave and serious question ? Is not 
a determinate answer to it essential to the whole practical argument? 
Undoubtedly so it is ; and it is our duty not to flinch from it, not to evade 
it, not to attempt any frittering compromise of it. 

The objection which this demur is supposed to imply appears to me, 
not merely to be null and void in the field of impartial argument, but to 
contain in itself a strong corroboration of the very principle against which 
it is brought. I derive this conclusion from bringing it to the test of 
agreement or disagreement with the wHoLe of the Christian system. 
That system is the offspring of God; it is stamped with the impress of 
His glorious image ; it is the Divine plan for restoring our fallen nature, 
for bringing us into the possession of a complete pardon for our sins and 
sinfulness, acceptance into the favor of the infinitely righteous Judge, 
purity of mind and character, and a meetness for the heavenly state. It 
requires every man to be a Christian, not in bare name, but in the strict 
and proper sense. If I am not such, my condition is most awful; I can 
neither live nor die with comfort; every moment that I live I am treas- 
uring up to myself a dreadful accumulation of future misery ; and, if I 
die in this state, I must forever depart accursed, the wrath of God abid- 
eth on me! But I may become—every one to whom the Gospel comes 
may become—a child of God, a pardoned and holy person, a sure inheri- 
ter of the heavenly state. If I refuse to repent and believe, my ruin is 
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upon my own head, and in every breath that I draw my peril is immi- 
nent and dreadful. Should I be put into the terrifying alternative that 
is supposed, the one side of it is, that I sink this instant into the flames 
of an eternal hell; the other, that I resolvedly dash down another guilty 
man into that blackness of darkness. What then is the dictate of reason, 
every feeling of duty, every cry of self-interest ? Surely it is, that I lay 
hold upon eternal life, that I repent and turn to God with my whole 
heart, that I walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit, keeping myself 
in the love of God, and looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. Only let this take place, and I am happy; to me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain. 

In this manner it appears manifest that our pacific principle is of God. 
It is in perfect harmony with the whole design of the Gospel. It works 
its part in unison with the entire machinery of the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godliness. It sets before us, in a most affecting light, the in- 
consistency, the self-condemnation, the awful danger, of any man who 
professes to receive it, and yet dares to live in sin, rejecting the only Sa- 
vior, and doing despite to the Spirit of grace. While he who, in truth 
and sincerity, admits this principle to its just dominion in his heart, will 
find all other heavenly dispositions congenial to it; the love of Christ 
governs his will and affections, the peace of Christ rules in his heart, 
nothing shall separate him from the love of Christ, and he knows that 
when the earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, there awaits him 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Thus 
it is of the very essence of the pacific principle to move in the same di- 
rection with the Gospel; it perfectly harmonises with the commands, in- 
vitations, promises, and warnings of the system of heavenly love; and it 
supplies a most weighty reason for immediate compliance with the Gos- 
pel call. 

On the other hand, suppose a real Christian, but who unhappily has 
not seen the error of the common opinion of the lawfulness of war, to be 
placed in such circumstances as have been supposed, or to be (what his 
prine ples expose him to be) a soldier or a Royal Navy sailor. He must 
plunge his sword or fire his bullet into the heart of a wretched fellow- 
sinner ; he must surrender his will and conscience to the absolute com- 
mand of his general ; at that bidding he must fire his volleys, dash on 
with his fixed bayonet, or gallop with his revolving sabre, upon the ranks 
of his brethren, striving to kill as many of them as he can ; he must bom 
bard cities, set on fire villages, burn, sink, and destroy ships, and by 
those ways overwhelm innumerable men, women, and children with 








264 THE CHRISTIAN’S GOD OF BATTLES. 

deaths of torturous agony, the entrance into an awful eternity ;—all this 
he must perpetrate without a will of his own—he must never ask or 
think whether one act be right or wrong—the law of justice must not be 
his direction—the law of love must not whisper to stay one deathful 
stroke—the compunctions of nature, or the compassions of religion, must 
utter no remonstrance ;—yet he is a disciple of Jesus, he loves his ene- 
mies, he pleads for them at the throne of grace, he mourns over the wick- 
edness of the world, he longs that all men may be saved and may come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and he prays that swords may be beat into 
plow shares, and spears into pruning-hooks. Look at the two parts of 
this man’s character—are they consistent ? 


THE CHRISTIAN’S GOD OP BATTLES. 
BY H. G@ ADAMS, 


“* And who is the God of battles ? It is Mars; man-slaying, blood-polluted, city-smiting 
Mars! Him we cannot adore. It is not He who binds the sweet influences of the Pleia- 
des, and looses the bands of Orion ; who causes the sun to shine on the just and the unjust ; 
who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb; who distils the oil of gladness upon every upright 
heart; the fountain of Mercy and goodness; the God of justice and Love. The God of 
Battles is not the God of Christians ; to him can ascend none of the prayers of Christian 
thanksgiving ; for him there can be no words of worship in Christian temples—no swelling 
anthem to peal the note of praise.” — Swmner’s Oration, entitled “ The trwe Grandeur of 
Nations.” 


Praise to the God of Battles! 
Let the loud cymbals clash, 


With life-destroying weapons 
From scabbards leaping out, 


And the cannon’s mimie thunder 
Along the welkin crash ; 

Let the shrill pealing trumpet 
Break on the startled ear, 

And the drum’s reverberation 
Be echoed far and near. 


Unfold the purple banners ; 
tange spear-heads in a row ; 

With flashing gold and crimson 
Make all the heavens glow ;— 

These are war’s proper colors, 
And may be understood, 

A wide-spread conflagration 
Above a sea of blood. 


Who is the God of Battles, 
That thus ye give him praise, 

With sounds that fill all nature 
With terror and amaze ?— 


And the rush of armed squadrons, 
And the fierce defying shout ? 


Is Mars your God of Battles, 
The theme of Grecian songs ? 
Or Scandinavian Odin— 
The thunderer, the strong ? 
Is this a heathen nation, 
Pufied up and filled with pride, 
To whom the light of Gospel-truth 
As yet hath been denied ? 
* * * * ¥ * 
A milder dispensation 
Is that ’neath whieh we live, 
And prayer like breath of incense 
Unto our God we give ; 
No sounds of martial clangor 
Mix with the songs of praise 
Which to ther God of Battles 
Christ’s lowly followers raise. 
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’They bear no carnal weapons ; ‘Tis theirs to dear and to forbear, 
They shed no brother ’s blood ; For evil good return ; 
By them the Gospel precepts *Tis theirs to kiss the hand that smites, 
Are not so understood. And bless the feet that spurn. 
Yet do they wage a warfare, 
And conquerors are they Then to their God of Battles 
Greater than ever led a host Yield praise and honor due ; 
To devastate and slay. But be no weapons bared that ye 
With brothers’ blood imbrue ; 
They war with passions dark, that dwell Wake not the pealing trumpet, 
The human breast within ; Sound not the rattling drum ; 
Their conquest is o’er fleshly lusts, But meekly kneel, and fervently 
That lead mankind to sin ; Pray, “ Lord, thy kingdom come !"' 
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WAR AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 


By the efforts of missionary and kindred institutions, Christianity is 
spreading over the face of the globe. Its sacred writings are being 
translated into the languages of the pagan nations, and circulated among 
the people. Its all-important truths are being proclaimed according to 
Christ’s commandment; and numbers of our race, who were before bar- 
barous and cruel as they are ignorant and wicked, are embracing the 
religion of Jesus. An opportunity is thus given to us of observing how 
the gospel operates under these new circumstances, and especially of 
marking how on the one hand, its progress may be hindered by the great 
master evil, wAR; and how, on the other hand, the reception of it tends 
to promote the invaluable blessing of peace. ‘The two short incidents 
which follow supply an illustration on each of these points. 

Christianity impeded by the warring policy of professing Christians.— 
The Rev. A. Stronach, one of the London Missionary Society, writing 
from Singapore, March 31, 1842, and speaking of the rejection of the 
Gospel, says :— 

“The subjects on which I am most violently attacked, are the opium 
trade, and the Chinese war; and often I am asked by my hearers, with 
indignant wonder, how I can recommend to their reception the religion 
of a people who sell to others a poisonous drug, which they will not eat 
themselves, and then go to war with their emperor for not admitting it 
into his dominions.”——Hvan. Mag. Jan. 1843, p. 44. 

The power of pacific principles in South Africa.—The Rev. Robert 
Moffat, one of the agents of the London Missionary Society, has been 
instrumental in introducing a knowledge of the Gospel to a number of 
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the native African tribes. His own station is the Kuruman. About 
150 miles beyond, live Mosheu and his people. Respecting these Moffat 
relates the following incident, as valuable for the illustration which it 
gives of the power of pacific principles, as concerning the genuine influ- 
ence of the gospel, and interesting to every benevolent mind. Mr. M. 
has just returned to South Africa, to resume his arduous labors. May 
it be with still augmenting success. He and the brethren who have ac- 
companied him have been furnished with a full supply of the Peace So- 
ciety’s publications. 

‘In consequence of the locality of Mosheu’s people, the distance from 
our station being one hundred and fifty miles, they have been given over 
to the Paris Society, and a missionary went a year ago to reside among 
them. ‘To this brief detail, the following fact may be added, which has 
been communicated since my visit to England. This little Christian 
band had met, on a sabbath morning, with the people, in the centre of 
the village, to hold the early prayer meeting before the services of the 
day.* They were scarcely seated, when a party of marauders approach- 
ed from the interior, whither they had gone for plunder, and not having 
succeeded to their wishes, had determined to attack this Coranna village 
on their return. Mosheu arose, and begged the people to sit still, and 
trust in Jehovah, while he went to meet the marauders. To his in- 
quiry, what they wanted, the appalling reply was, ‘ Your cattle; and it 
is at your peril you raise a weapon to resist. ‘There are my cattle, 
replied the chief, and then retired, and resumed his position at the 
prayer-meeting. A hymn was sung, a chapter read, and then all kneel- 
ed in prayer to God, who only could save them in their distresses. The 
sight was too sacred and solemn to be gazed on by such a band of ruf- 
fiaus: they all withdrew from the spot, without touching a single article 


belonging to the people.”—Moffatt’s Missionary Labors and Scenes tn 
South Africa. 


EFFECTS OF BENEVOLENCE. 
BY DR. DICK. 


WERE this divine principle in full operation among the intelligences 
that people our globe, this world would be transformed into a paradise, 


* When Andries was once asked by the author, how they spent the sabbath, he replied 
with great simplicity, ‘‘ We read much in God’s word, and pray, and sing, and read again, 
and again, and explain what we know to those who do not understand the Sechuana lan- 
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the moral desert would be changed into a fruitful field, and “blossom as 
the rose,” and Eden would again appear in all its beauty and delights. 

Ambition would no longer wade through slaughter to a throne, nor 
trample on the rights of an injured people. Wars would cease to the 
ends of the earth, and the instruments of human destruction would be 
beaten into plowshares and pruning hooks. That scourge which has 
drenched the earth with human gore—which convulsed every nation un- 
der heaven—which has produced ten fold more misery than all the de- 
structive elements of nature, and which has swept from existence so many 
millions of mankind, would be regarded as the eternal disgrace of the hu- 
man character, and the most shocking display of depravity in the annals 
of our race. No longer should we hear “the sound of the trumpet and 
the alarm of war,” the confused noise of “the horseman and the bow- 
man,” and of mighty armies encamping around “the city of the inno- 
cent,” to hurl against its walls the elements of destruction. No longer 
should we behold the fires blazing on the mountain tops to spread the 
alarm of invading armies; nor the city which was once full of inhab- 
itants “ sitting solitary,” without a voice being heard within its dwellings, 
but the sighs of the disconsolate, and the groans of the dying. Nation 
would not lift up sword against nation, neither would they learn war any 
more. The instruments of cruelty, the stake, the rack, the knot, and the 
lash, would no longer lacerate the culprit; cannons and guns, and swords 
and darts, would be forged no more. 

These and a thousand other evils, which now render this world a vast 
wilderness of perturbation, wretchedness, and sorrow, would be com- 
pletely eradicated, were the principle of holy love in incessant operation ; 
and, in their place, a scene of loveliness and moral beauty would burst 
upon the view, which would diffuse joy and extatic delight through every 
bosom, 

Every mansion would become a mansion of peace and love—a tem- 
ple consecrated to the God of heaven, from which the incense of prayer 
and praise, and pious aspirations, would daily ascend, in sweet memorial, 
tothe throne above. Domestic broils and contentions would cease ; broth- 
ers and sisters would be cemented in the closest bonds of holy affection ; 
the law of kindness would swell their hearts and dwell upon their tongues ; 
serenity and joy, and a desire to please, would appear on every counte- 
nance ; a mutual exchange of sentiment and generous affections would 
circulate joy from father to son, and from children to parents ; and all the 
members of the family circle, animated by the same benevolent spirit, 
would “ dwell together in unity.” 
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Those immense treasures which have been so long expended in the 
arts of war and devastation, would be employed in turning immense des- 
erts into fruitful fields, in beautifying the aspect of rural nature, in plant- 
ing orchards and vineyards, in forming spacious roads, in establishing sem- 
inaries of instruction, in erecting comfortable habitations for the lower or- 
ders of society, and promoting their domestic enjoyment. What an 
immense variety of objects of this description would be accomplished with- 
in the limits of Great Britain, by means of a thousand millions of pounds, 
which we all know have been lately expended, within the space of twen- 
ty-four years, in carrying forward the work of destruction. 

And what a happy world would it be were kindness and affection the 
eharacteristic of all its inhabitants! 

O blissful and auspicious era! when will the spirit of love, in all its be- 
neficent energies, descend from the Father of lights, to arrest the convul- 
sions of nations, to heal the wounds of suffering humanity, to transform 
fields of slaughter into regions of tranquility, to soften the ferocious tem- 
pers of “the people who delight in war,” to unite in one holy and _har- 
monious society, men of every language and of every tribe? Not till 
Christianity shall have shed its benign influence on every land; not till 
“ the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth,’’ and the cannons and 
swords, and spears and battle-axes of the warrior shall be broken to 
shivers, and forged into plowshares and pruning hooks. ‘‘ Then shall 
the wolf dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them.” Then “judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, 
and righteousness in the fruitful field ; and the work of righteousness shall 
be peace, and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance forever ; 
and all people shall dwell in peaceable habitations; and in sure dwellings, 
and in quiet resting places.” 

I shall now shortly trace some of the effects of love, considered as di- 
rected more immediately towards God. 

The providential dispensations of God towards the human race would 
form a subject of investigation, which would be prossecuted with feelings 
of astonishment, admiration and reverence. 

The history of all nations would be carefully perused, not for the pur- 
pose of admiring the exploits of mighty conquerors and barbarous he- 
roes, and feasting the imagination on spectacles of human slaughter and 
devastation ; but for exciting abhorrence of those depraved passions which 
had drenched the earth with blood—for drawing forth the tear of pity 
over the graves of slaughtered nations—for stimulating the exercise of 
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those holy affections which restored peace and tranquility to the world— 
for tracing the accomplishment of Divine predictions—for illustrating the 
longsuffering and forbearance of God and for exciting admiration of that 
inscrutable wisdum by which the whole train of events was conducted, 
so as to set restraining bounds to the wrath of man, and to make it sub- 
servient to the introduction of the reign of happiness and peace. In 
all the revolutions of past ages, and in all the events that daily passed 
in review before them, they would. uniformly recognise the agency 
and the purposes of that Almighty Being “who doth according to his 
will in the armies of heaven, and among the iuhabitants of the earth,” 
and who is carrying forward all the plans of his government to a glori- 
ous consummation. 

One grand diffusive principle, manifesting itself in numberless ramifi- 
cations, would pervade the who’: mass of society; and one grand aim, 
the honor and glory of the Creator, and the universal diffusion of happi- 
ness in every direction, and among every rank of sentient and _intelli- 
gent beings, would be the unceasing endeavor of men of all nations, and 
kindreds, and languages. The whole mass of this world’s inhabitants 
would appear like one vast celestial army marching forward in harmony 
to the regions of bliss, every one, in his appointed order, passing in peace 
and tranquility through the gates of death, to join the general assembly 
above. 

Alas such a picture as that which we have now faintly sketched, has 
never yet been realized in the moral aspect of the inhabitants of this 
world. Evenin Europe, where the light of science and of revelation is 
converged to a focus, what an immense cloud of moral darkness still ap- 
pears enveloping its population! The fields of Waterloo, of Lepisic, of 
Borodino, and of Smolensko, where so many thousands of human beings 
were sacrificed to the demon of war, bear witness to the melancholy fact, 
that hatred and malignity still hold the ascendency over the nations of 
Europe. 

But we trust the period is fast approaching, when the breath of a new 
spirit shall pervade the inhabitants of every clime, and when holy love 
shall unite all the tribes of mankind in one harmonious society ; when the 
messengers of the Prince of Peace ‘shall run to and fro” from the 
north to the south, and from the rising to the setting sun; when the 
sound of the Gospel trumpet shall re-echo throughout every land, and the 
light of Divine revelation shall diffuse its radience on the benighted na- 
tions. Then wars shall cease to the ends of the earth, and anarchy 
and dissension shall convulse the nations no more; violence will 
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no more be heard in any land, “ liberty will be proclaimed to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison doors to them that are bound.” The spirit 
of malevolence will be vanquished, its power will be broken, and its op- 
erations demolished. ‘The order and beauty of the celestial system will 
be restored. “ Holiness to the Lord” will be inscribed on all the imple- 
ments and employments of mankind. For thus saith the voice of Him 
who sits on the throne of the universe, “ Behold, I make all things new, 
I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former shall not be re- 
membered nor come into mind. Be ye glad, and rejoice forever in that 
which I create ; for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her peo- 
ple a joy, and the voice of weeping shall no more be heard in her, nor 
the voice of crying.” 


WAR AND COMMERCE. 


The following paper is extracted from Franks & Co.’s “‘ Commercial Traveller’? of Decem- 
ber 12, 1842. 

We are not enrolled members of the Peace Society, but we cordially 
detest WAR, as at once inhuman, unchristian, and impolitic. How far 
nations, under all circumstances, are capable of avoiding this tremendous 
evil, without incurring other evils greater than itself, is a question we are 
not at present prepared to discuss ; but we think it next to impossible to 
prove that any nation has ever gained any thing by war, save that very 
useless and intangible thing called GLORY; and that in nineteen cases 


out of twenty, war is not the result of any sort of necessity, but of human 


ignorance, pride, selfishness, ambition, the lust of power, and barbarity. 
Weare not writing as politicians, for, although we are not without a politi- 
cal creed, in our commercial capacity we are of no political party. We 
look upon war as the deadliest enemy of commerce, and of human indus- 
try in all its forms, and we believe that commerce and the arts are so far 
necessary to national prosperity, that no people can be great, prosperous, 
and happy, without them. 

Egypt is celebrated among ancient nations for carrying every thing to 
perfection, and it is certain that in that country, at a very early period, 
the utmost attention was paid to commerce. By means of this the Egyp- 
tians became numerous, rich, and powerful, and their cities, for magnifi- 
cence and abundance, were the glory and the wonder of the world. For 
centuries past Egypt has been more or less the theatre of war, or subject 
toa war-loving power, and has become proportionally poor, miserable, 
and despised, 
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The Pheenicians, though possessed of a mere strip of land on the coast 
of Asia, and surrounded by warlike nations, by attending to commerce, 
became the objects of general admiration. Their two principal ports, 
Tyre and Sidon, were the warehouses of the world, and both David and 
Solomon considered their friendship of great importance. Had they con- 
tinued a peaceful and industrious people, they might have retained their 
nationality and greatness to the present moment; but they became the 
rivals and enemies of other nations, raised fleets and armies to defend 
themselves, and to commit aggressions, and at length were all but anni- 
hiliated. 

Ancient Carthage was a colony of Tyre, and by commerce and the arts 
of peace, rapidly rose to the greatest wealth and power; but power 
brought with it the desire of conquest, and although for a time her fleets 
and armies were invincible, and her dominions were vastly increased, she 
at length fell by the more powerful arms of Rome, and, like Tyre and Si- 
don, has been blotted from the list of cities. She reached her highest el- 
evation by trade and commerce, and was humbled, and finally destroyed 
by war. 

Solomon was a man of peace, and throughout his reign commerce was 
cultivated by his subjects with the utmost assiduity, and it is said that 
‘‘he made silver in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars as sycamores, that 
grow in the plains.” His vessels sailed to Ophir and Tarshish, and the 
profit arising from this commerce was immense ; for, we are informed, 
that but one voyage to Ophir produced 450 talents of gold, a sum equal 
to two millions and a half sterling. After his death, the history of Pal- 
estine is little else but a history of its wars, both foreign and domestic,— 
of its famines and captivities,—and finally of its entire subjugation to the 
Romans,—of the destruction of its cities, and the dispersion of its inhabi- 
tants over the face of the whole earth. 

Both Venice and Genoa rose by the enterprise of their merchants, un- 
til they became rich and mighty republics; but jealousy of each other 
roused in both a warlike spirit, and this at length became the source of 
their destruction. We might instance many other states and kingdoms, 
which, by cultivating commerce, the arts of peace, and the social virtues, 
have become prosperous and happy, but which have also become poor, 
oppressed, and all but annihilated by war. 

It may be said that Great Britain has prospered through the wars in 
which she has been engaged ; but we deny it altogether. She has gain- 
ed nothing which she might not have gained by peaceable negociation, 
or which is not more than counterbalanced by what she has lost in gain- 
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ing it. She en pensar hundreds of thousands of valuable lives, and 

made tens of thousands of widows and orphans. She has brought upon 
herself a debt of eight hundred millions sterling,—a burden which will 
overpress all the springs of her industry for ages to come. She spent 
one hundred and forty millions in war with her North American colo- 
nies, and after all lost what she sought to humble and retain, and incur- 
red the enmity of those whom it was her interest to cherish and conciliate. 
This is a subject to which we may return on a future occasion. In the 
mean time we would call on every man who wishes well to his country, 
to scout the figment which invests WAR with GLorRY, and to denounce it, 
as in most cases, a heinous sin, and in all as an unmingled calamity. 
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“ War.—lIt appears from authentic documents which Mr. Allison has 
collected, that, from the commencement to the close of the revolution- 
ary wars, the levies of soldiers in France exceeded four millions, and 
that not less than three millions of these, on the lowest calculation, per- 
ished in the field, the hospital, or the bivouack. If to these we add, as 
we unquestionably must, at least an equal number out of the ranks of 
their antagonists, it is clear that not less than six millions of human 
beings perished in warfare in the course of twenty years, in the very 
heart of civilized Europe, at the commencement of the nineteenth centu- 
ry of the Christian Era. But even these stupendous numbers give us no 
adequate conception of the destruction of human life directly consequent 
on the wars of the revolution and the empire. We must add the thous- 
ands who perished from want, outrage, and exposure, and the hundreds 
of thousands who were subsequently swept away by the ravages of that 
pestilence which took its rise amid the retreat from Russia, and the 
crowded garri-ons of the campaign of 1813, and for several years after- 
wards desolated, in succession, every country of Europe. And even 
when we have summed up and laid before us, in all the magnitude of 
fizures, the appalling destruction of life here exhibited, we can still gather 
only a faint and remote conception of the sufferings and evils inflicted by 
this awful scourge. Death in the field is among the smallest of the mis- 
eries of war; the burned villages—the devastated harvest—the ruined 
commerce—the towns carried by. assault—the feeble and the lovely mas- 
sacred and outraged—grief, despair, and desolat on, carried into innumer- 
able families—these are among the more terrific visitations of military 
conflicts, and the blackest of ‘the crimes for which a fearful retribution 
will one day be exacted at the hands of those who have provoked, origi- 
nated, or compelled them. a . Historians rarely tell us of the 
privations sufferei—the diseases engendered—the tortures undergone 
during a campaign ; still less of the vices ripened—the selfishness con- 
firmed—the hearts hardened by this ‘ temporary repeal of all the princi- 
ples of virtue. They do not speak of the ties broken—of the peasants 
ruined—of the hearths made desolate—of grief never to be comforted— 
of shame never to be wiped away—of all the burden of abiding affliction 
brought upon many a household—of all the nameless atrocities, one of 
which in peaceful ‘times would make our blood run cold, but which in 


war are committed daily by thonsands himnnnity.” Westminster Rev. 
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PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM LADD. 
A beautiful Portrait of the late President of the American Peace Society is just pub- 
lished, and for sale at the Depository, 21 Court square, Boston, and at the Office of the Ad- 
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AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 
The Depository of the American Peace Society is at No. 21, Court Square, Boston. The 


Advocate of Peace, and a variety of other peace publications, may always be obtained 
J. P. Bhancuarp, Treasurer and Stationary Agent. 
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THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN, 


ELIHU BURRITT, EDITOR: 

THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN is published every Saturday, in Worcester, Mass., on fine 
white paper, of double medium size, at $1,50 per annum, in Advance. _ 

It will aim to develope the Christian citizen into the full stature of a perfect man. 
Avoiding all controverted tenets of religious belief, it will seek to extract from the spirit 
of the Gospel a PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY which shall pervade the heart and inspire 
all the actions of life. Sympathizing with all the enterprises of Christian benevolence, it 
will s for Peace, Temperance, Righteousness, Faith in God, and Faith in Hnmanity. 
It speak against War, in the spirit of Peace. It will speak for the Slave, as fora 
brother bound. It will speak for the Universal Brotherhood of mankind. The Gospel it 
shall preach from, will be the Gospel of the Millennium. _ It will have a weekly m 


of good-will to every member of the social and family circle to which it may be admitted. 


For the younger portion of its readers it will have a department called the ‘* School Room,” 
in which the Editor will endeavor to interest them in the character of a fire-side teacher, 
assisting them to review their studies and to apply them to purposes of practical life. It 
will present weekly a transcript of General News, both Domestic and Foreign. 
The Citizen already enjoys a pretty extensive FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, which 
the Editor is endeavoring to increase in value and variety. To enhance the interest of this 
ent of the r, he is now on his way to England, with the view to make the 
TOUR OF THE EOUNTRY ON FOOT, and.to make the Citizen the record of his daily 


ons and incidents of travel. : ; 
{KS Specimen Numbers of the Citizen will be forwarded for examination, gratuitously, 


if post-paid. 
{>> All business communications should be addressed to ELIHU BURRITT & CO. 
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SPARKS FROM THE ANVIL, By ELIHU BURRITT. 


This is a miniature volume of 96 pages, got 7 in a neat atric and embraces some of the 
most glowing scintillations of the — of “the Learned B mith.” It contains the 
follo articles: My Brother’s Grave ;—The Emigrant’s Dog ;—Bearding the Lion in his 
Den ;—The Natural Bridge ;—All Mortgaged ;—‘ er Me in the Garden:”” An Appren- 
tice’s way of acquiring a library ;—The war-Ship Ohio;—Storming Quebec;—An hour 
among the Mountains :—The Drunkard’s Wife ;—The Blind Boy’s Return ;—The inventive 
Genius of Labor. Price, in muslin, gilt, 31 cents; in neat covers, 124 cents. 

> For the accommodation of persons at a distance who may wish to obtain this little 
, we make the following proposition. : 

To any n who will enclose $1, free of postage, we will send by return of mail, se- 

curely enclosed in a strong wrapper, and FREE OF POSTAGE, ten copies of the cheap edi- 


fe Please address 
HENRY J. HOWLAND, Worcester, Mass. 
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